
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENT 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO OFF-LEAD DOG EXERCISE AREAS 

Dog Act 1976 
Shire of Victoria Plains 

 
 

The local government is proposing to: 
i) remove all land comprising Crown Reserve 20121 comprising Lots 36, 54, 3255 & 3965 

Bin Road, Calingiri from the list of permitted off-lead dog exercise areas; and 
ii) include that portion of Crown Reserve 26577 comprising the football oval playing 

surface only, being portion of Lot 500 on Deposited Plan 65760 Edmonds Street, 
Calingiri, in the list of permitted off-lead dog exercise areas.  

 
Details of the proposal are available for inspection at the Shire Administration Centre, 28 
Cavell Street, Calingiri and on the Shire’s website 
(https://www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au/publicnotices/)  up to and including Friday 16 July 
2021. 
 
Comments on the proposal are now invited and can be emailed to 
reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au or posted to the Shire’s Chief Executive Officer at PO 
Box 21 CALINGIRI WA 6569. All submissions must include the following information: 

• Your name, address and contact telephone number; 

• How your interests are affected; whether as a private citizen, on behalf of a company or 
other organisation, or as an owner or occupier of property; 

• Address of property affected (if applicable); and 

• Whether your submission is in support of, or objecting to the proposal and provide any 
arguments supporting your comments. 

 
All submissions received may be made public at a Council meeting and included in a Council 
Agenda, which will be available on the Shire’s website, unless a submission specifically 
requests otherwise. 
 
Glenda Teede 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Victoria Plains 
 
8 June 2021 
 
 

https://www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au/publicnotices/
mailto:reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au
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-- Map Viewer Plus --

All land comprising Reserve 
20121 shown within the red 
boundary is proposed to be 
excluded from the list of 
permitted off-lead dog 
exercise areas

Reserve 20121
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Permitted off-lead dog exercise area on 
Reserve 26577 / Lot 500 Edmonds 
Street, Calingiri will be confined to the 
football playing surface only as shown 
by the notation 'X' below.

X



Minutes
Rescheduled (28 April 2021) 

Ordinary Council Meeting

3 May 2021 

Shire of Victoria Plains 
Council Chambers, Calingiri

AND 
via E-Meeting Protocol

Commencing – 2.03 pm

Shire of Victoria Plains
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3 May 2021
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8.8  Modification of Dog “Off-lead” Areas

File reference 202104 agenda item - revised dog off-lead 
areas.docx[DM1][SF2]

Report date 12/4/2021

Applicant/proponent Community Safety Officer 

Officer disclosure of interest Nothing to report

Previous meeting references Resolution 161/2017 26 September 2017

Prepared by Daniel Marsh, Community Safety Officer 

Authorised by CEO

Attachments

Attachment 1 Page Nil 

PURPOSE 
A Council resolution is suggested to correct an error in a 2017 resolution which is ambiguous 
to residents and makes part of the Dogs Local Law unenforceable as intended.

BACKGROUND
A 2017 Council resolution (161/2017) incorrectly described the land reserve that includes 
Calingiri Sport Oval. Reserve 20121 does not contain the football oval as stated but is west of 
the grain bins (off Bin Rd) and seems to be the site of the former Calingiri Showgrounds of the 
1920s and 1930s. The Calingiri Football Club is within Reserve 26577 which also includes the 
hockey pitch, the cropped field west of the hockey pitch, the disused bowling greens, tennis 
courts and basketball courts, and the golf club (maroon line in Figure 1). 

  Figure 1 - screenshot Landgate showing reserve 26577 (dark red line)
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A situation arose recently where a dog was off-lead on the golf course. Technically, the person 
committed an offence because the allowed off-lead reserve is west of the grain bins. Anybody 
walking a dog off-lead on the football oval is technically committing an offence. The resolution 
was not precise, and this incident demonstrates poor community understanding of the allowed 
area.  

COMMENT
It appears it was Council’s intention with resolution 161/2017 to restrict the off-lead area to the 
grassed area of the football oval and the adjacent car-parking area. This would prohibit dogs 
being walked off-lead on the golf course, the cropped field west of the hockey pitch, the hockey 
pitch and the wooded area east of the football oval that is not part of the Calingiri Cemetery 
reserve (16738).  This area is best but not precisely, represented by Lot 500 on Deposited Plan 
65760 (Figure 2).  

Figure 2 - Lot 50 (on DP65760) around the football oval (red line)

This land title description is not sufficient to effect the apparent will of Council. A more 
enforceable description for a resolution might read:

The part of Lot 50 of Deposited Plan 65760 that forms the football oval playing surface. 
The off-lead area excludes the bushland between the oval and Calingiri Cemetery, any 
other sporting field/court and the cropped field west of the hockey field.

Public communication might describe the off-lead area as:
  

The playing surface of Calingiri Football Oval. 

There seems no value in including the parking area and its exclusion avoids ambiguity. 

There are no other reserve numbering errors at designated off-lead area at Bolgart, Yerecoin, 
Piawaning or Mogumber. There are no errors in the numbering of cemetery reserves that are 
prohibited to dogs. 
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CONSULTATION
Neither the Calingiri Football Club nor dog-owners in the area have been consulted as the aim 
of the proposed resolution is to correct a past error and reduce ambiguity. 

Clearly there is some level of desire to walk dogs off-lead on the golf course and if a proposed 
change of the off-lead area is considered, there should be consultation with the golf club 
members to understand any unintended changes. 

STATUTORY CONTEXT
Section 31 (3A) of the Dog Act 1976 allows a local government to:

“…by absolute majority as defined in the Local Government Act 1995 section 1.4, specify a 
public place, or a class of public place, that is under the care, control or management of the local 
government to be a dog exercise area.”

Section 31 (2B) allows a local government to similarly specific places where dogs are prohibited 
(at all times or specific times).

Under subsection (3C), a local government must provide 28 days local public notice of its 
intention to specify a place or places.

CORPORATE CONTEXT

Strategic Community Plan

Civic 
Leadership

to better allocate scarce resources and effectively interact with the 
community

5.1 Implement measures to improve 
relationship and communication between 
Council and community

Implementation of initiatives 
to better connect Council 
with the community and 
associated matters.5.2 Improve elected member performance

5.3 Develop an advocacy and lobbying 
capacity

5.4 Measures to improve organisational 
efficiency

Corporate Business Plan

Civic Leadership: to better allocate scarce resources and effectively interact with the 
community

Strategy 5.4: Measures to improve organisational efficiency

5.4.3 Maintain controls to promote a high level of legislative compliance throughout the 
organisation

5.4.6 Continue to provide regulatory services (including health/building inspections, ranger 
services). 
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By correcting resolution 161/2017, the Council is contributing to effective controls regarding the 
Dog Act and the Shire’s Dogs Local Law and enables the CEO, though the Shire’s officers, to 
provide regulatory services in the required manner.

Risk Management
If not corrected, the use of infringement notices or court action may successfully be challenged 
and make the off-lead area unenforceable. 

Consequence Consequence 
Rating:

Likelihood 
Rating:

Risk 
Rating

Risk 
Acceptance

Mitigation and 
Outcome

Reputation

Off-lead area 
becomes 
unenforceable / is 
challenged 
publicity incurring 
court costs

Minor (2)

Substantiated, 
localised impact on 
community trust or 
low media item

Likely (4)

The event will 
occur at least 
once per year 

Moderate (8) Operational manager

Risk acceptable with 
adequate controls, 
managed by specific 
procedures and 
subject to semi-annual 
monitoring

By adopting the proposed 
resolution, the management 
processes will operate as 
intended and need only to be 
subject to ongoing 
maintenance and monitoring. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
This clarification has no impact on the budget

VOTING REQUIREMENTS
Absolute majority required: Yes   

2004-10 Officer Recommendation/Council Resolution

Moved: Cr G O’Brien   Seconded: Cr D Lovelock

That Council RESOLVES: 

 To amend Dog Off-Lead Exercise Areas to include the following portion of Reserve 
26577 – “the part of Lot 50 of Deposited Plan 65760 that forms the football oval playing 
surface. The off-lead area excludes the bushland between the oval and Calingiri 
Cemetery, any other sporting field/court and the cropped field west of the hockey field”; 
and
To remove Reserve 20121 from the list of allowed Dog Off-Lead Exercise Areas. 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY For 4 / Against 2 

Cr N Clarke and Cr D Lovelock voted against the motion.
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