
APRIL 2026MONTH L Y

NEWSLETTER

T 08 9628 7004 |  E reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au
28 Cavell Street, Calingiri WA 6569  www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au

Contact Us



SHIRE PRESIDENT

Autumn is always a busy and productive time across the Shire of Victoria
Plains, as our farming community prepares machinery and paddocks, and
even commences seeding on the back of a little cyclone rain. At the same
time, many of our valued community groups are holding their Annual
General Meetings, ensuring strong local leadership continues across our
towns and organisations. With an early Easter and the school holidays also
falling during this period, it truly is a full and active time for families,
volunteers and businesses alike, and I encourage everyone to take care and
support one another. 

The March Ordinary Council Meeting was held on the last Wednesday of the
month. For those interested in the formal record of Council decisions,
Minutes are available on our website, including a video recording of the
meeting. 

PAULINE BANTOCK

F R O M  T H E

Hello from the Shire President

During the March meeting, Council adopted the second Budget Review for the 2025–2026 financial year. This review
process is an important part of legislative governance, ensuring Council maintains oversight of the Shire’s financial
performance throughout the year. Council acknowledged there is a clear need to closely monitor operational
expenditure, particularly given the ongoing impacts of the fuel crisis which continues to influence costs across core
services and operations.

Council also endorsed amendments to the Financial Management Policy relating to the use of corporate credit
cards. These updates strengthen internal controls and provide clearer guidance to staff, ensuring continued
transparency and accountability in how public funds are managed. 

I attended the March meeting of the Shire’s Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee, where it was particularly
pleasing to see former Councillor Mr David Lovelock serving as Independent Chair. His experience and
knowledge of local government governance continue to be a valuable asset to the Shire. We also welcome Mr
Robert Dew as the appointed Deputy Chair for the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee. 

Over recent weeks, the Chief Executive Officer and I have continued to represent the Shire of Victoria Plains at
several meetings relating to Western Australia’s Energy Transition and the implementation of the State
Government’s Community Benefits Guidelines.
As one of only four local governments selected to participate in the Community Benefits Pilot Project, Victoria
Plains is working closely with the Shires of Dandaragan, West Arthur and Narrogin to help shape how
community benefits from renewable energy developments are delivered and governed in regional
communities. The participating local governments are meeting on a fortnightly basis as part of this process.
This work is important to ensure that regional communities hosting major infrastructure projects receive fair
and lasting benefits, and that local voices are central to decision-making.

As ANZAC day approaches, I encourage all residents to take the opportunity to attend the Shire’s ceremony at
the Victoria Plains War Memorial, Saturday 25  April 11am. ANZAC Day remains one of the most significant days
on our national calendar. It is a time to pause, reflect and honour the service and sacrifice of those who have
served our country, as well as to acknowledge the ongoing contribution of our veterans and defence
personnel.
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Hello from the CEO

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER SEAN FLETCHER

F R O M  T H E

Victoria Plains is one of four local governments selected by the State Government to participate in the Renewable
Energy Community Benefits Pilot. This pilot is designed to test how community benefit funding from large‑scale
renewable energy projects should be planned, governed and delivered before the approach is rolled out more
broadly across Western Australia. 

The pilot focuses on ensuring that community benefits are:

guided by local priorities,
transparently governed, and
capable of delivering long‑term social, economic and cultural outcomes for host communities.

As part of this work, the Shire is contributing to the development of practical governance frameworks and Community
Benefits Plan models. This includes addressing important issues such as decision‑making arrangements,
cross‑boundary projects, and how communities, Traditional Owners, local government, industry and State agencies
work together effectively. 

At the local level, the Shire is also preparing for how community priorities would be identified and reflected in any
future Community Benefits Plan, should projects proceed. This preparation helps ensure that, over time, benefits are
aligned with what matters most to our local communities.

Over the past month, the Shire of Victoria Plains has continued to play a leading role
in Western Australia’s renewable energy transition, while also actively managing risks
associated with fuel supply disruptions affecting regional communities.

Presenting at the WA Clean Energy Summit
In March, I attended and presented at the WA Clean Energy Summit in Perth,
alongside leaders from government, industry and local government from across the
State and Australia in general. 

My presentation focused on lessons emerging from the newly formed Community
Benefits Pilot and the critical role local governments play in building trust,
establishing sound governance, and ensuring communities have confidence in how
renewable energy projects are developed. Victoria Plains’ experience is attracting
interest from other regions, with strong interest in how community benefits can be
managed in a fair, transparent and locally‑focused way.

This reinforces the Shire’s position as a trusted voice in renewable energy governance and ensures our community is
represented in decisions that will shape Western Australia’s energy future.

Renewable Energy Community Benefits Pilot



Alongside this work, the Shire has been actively managing risks associated with ongoing fuel supply disruptions
across Western Australia.

Fuel, as it is for you, is essential to the delivery of key Shire services, including road maintenance, waste collection,
community safety and emergency response. While fuel remains a broader national and State issue, the Shire’s
operational fuel needs are currently being met and essential services continue to operate as normal. 

To manage this risk, I have implemented a dedicated Fuel Governance and Action Plan, which operates as an
operational sub‑plan of the Shire’s Business Continuity Plan. This plan provides clear authority, monitoring and
decision‑making arrangements to ensure fuel is prioritised for essential services should supply constraints increase. 

Key actions undertaken by the Shire include:

establishing a Fuel Governance Committee to oversee fuel‑related decisions;
closely monitoring fuel levels and maintaining an emergency reserve for critical operations;
working directly with our fuel supplier to support continuity of supply;
reviewing service priorities so fuel is used where it is needed most; and
coordinating with regional and State agencies where required, which also includes reporting on problems
experienced with supply, theft and any other issues that businesses and farming experience across the district.

The Shire will continue to monitor the situation closely and adjust arrangements as necessary to protect essential
services and community safety.

CONTINUED ON FROM SEAN FLETCHER
Fuel Supply and Shire Operations



DEPUTY CHIEF 

Hello Residents and Ratepayers
The budget process has started for 26-27 and like all of us, will be affected by
the current fuel issue. The shire has already received requests from some
suppliers ranging from a 10-20% price increase. Whilst this can be absorbed
somewhat for the current financial year, the full impact will be in 2026-27 and
it will be end users that will have to bear this cost.

The positive is that the shire has essentially completed most of its capital
works for 2025-26 and anything carried forward is grant funded which will be
subject to contingency or requests for additional funding.

The shire will attempt to reduce this spike on ratepayers but it will be a
difficult budget and is likely to have a reduction on some of the forward plans
and services we have in place.

Finance

COLIN ASHE

F R O M  T H E

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Strategic

The following provides an update of capital expenditure as at 31 Mar 26:

Through the Sport and Recreation Master Plan the shire held a meeting with relevant sporting clubs on concept
plans for the Calingiri Sports Pavilion. Whilst still in a preliminary stage there was good discussion on what this may
look like with the Architect in the progress of putting these plans together for council to review. Unfortunately with
budgetary impacts I think this is going to be difficult to land anything in 2026-27 but at least there will be a vision to
work towards.

To finish on a positive note – we hope to have an announcement for the coming NAIDOC week.



Construction continues to progress steadily on the Shire’s subdivision
project, with limestone retaining wall construction and roadworks now
underway.

The limestone retaining walls are being constructed using
reconstituted limestone blocks, selected for their durability and ability
to blend with the surrounding landscape. The walls are designed to
manage changes in ground levels across the site, providing structural
support and long‑term stability in accordance with engineering
specifications. Subsoil drainage will be incorporated within the walls to
reduce pressure, ensuring the longevity and performance of the
structures. The retaining walls will also assist in preventing erosion and
maintaining safe batter slopes adjacent to road corridors and
homesites on each boundary.

MANAGER WORKS
AND SERVICES

SILVIO BRENZIF R O M  T H E

Subdivision Works Progress Update

Concurrent with the retaining works, road construction activities have commenced, including bulk earthworks
and preparation of the road subgrade, These works form the foundation for future pavement construction and
will support safe vehicle access through the subdivision.

Residents may notice increased construction activity as these works progress with the northern boundary
fence to installed shortly.

The accompanying images show the limestone retaining walls under construction and early road formation
works, demonstrating continued progress on site. Further updates will be provided as the project advances.



On this there has been some fuel theft within the Shire so please make sure vehicles are locked up, try not to leave
machinery close to the sides of the road unattended and keep an eye on your bowsers and security systems.
Bolgart Primary School did a Clean Up Australia Day that I was lucky enough to be part of. Not a huge amount of
rubbish which is a great reflection of the community being vigilant with their rubbish. I look forward to being a part
of the events at Calingiri and Yerecoin Schools next month.

Yerecoin P&C hosted their Ladies Night in New Norcia that was a success again. Great food and company. Well
done for all involved.

The Northern Valleys are getting our own Hello Perth Map!! This is exciting news for our area. We will be joining the
likes of Margaret River and the Avon Vally with a map through Bindoon, Moora, Gingin and of course Victoria Plains.
As soon as the 24 advertising spots are filled these will be printed and distributed thought the State. 300-400 of
these maps are handed out every day at the Perth airport alone. 

The Calingiri Library Official Opening Day will be held on 5 May, 10:30 am. I hope to see a few locals come down, It’s
been great to have so many people using the space so far. 

COMMUNITY BRIDGET
RALPH

F R O M  T H E

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

Wow what a month!! I know I say this a lot but this month I feel we have
been up and down and all ways in between.

Firstly, a huge congratulations to New Norcia on being named a finalist for
the Tiny Tourism Town Award! Please scan the QR code on page 20 to cast
your vote and support New Norcia. This is a significant achievement and a
wonderful recognition of the positive work and activity taking place within
the community. The Monastery, the Tourist Centre, and ESA have all played
an important role in reaching this milestone. Congratulations to everyone
involved on this well‑deserved recognition.

The fuel prices are rising, and everyone is a bit cautious on what is
happening. If you can give me any information on how you are changing
your work/personal life for this, please let me know! Cancelled Easter
plans/Holidays scaling back on Cropping programs or anything else, we are
feeding information through to higher government on what’s happening in
our area, so we need to know what’s happening. 

Hello everyone



March was a busy month for the Emergency Management Team. We held the
first Shire of Victoria Plains and Shire of Wongan-Ballidu Joint Local
Emergency Management meeting for the year with focus on Cyclone
preparedness and the ongoing fuel crisis.

While TC Narelle passed the shire without issue, this reminder us all to not be
complacent as disaster can strike any time of year. I would encourage
everyone to familiarise themselves with Emergency WA website and App. This
is the only Official source of information for current alerts and Warning for
Fire, flood, Storm, Cyclones and earthquakes in WA. 

We would also like to take the time to thank all our brigade volunteers and
farm responders for their support over this bushfire season.

EMERGENCY JACK 
VAN VOORST

F R O M  T H E

MANAGEMENT OFFICER

As of 1 April 2025, the Shire of Victoria Plains has officially entered the Unrestricted Burning Period. While burning
permits are not currently required, landowners and occupiers should still follow the guidelines below:

-Register your burn with DFES on 1800 198 140. It only takes 2 minutes and helps reduce unnecessary 000 calls.
-Monitor weather conditions before, during, and after your burn. Always patrol the area post burn and ensure it is fully
extinguished.
-Notify your neighbours in advance.
-Ensure smoke does not affect roads, traffic, or nearby townsites.
-Ensure fire breaks are in place before burning.
-Have sufficient firefighting resources available throughout the burn.
-Report any out-of-control burns to 000 immediately.

If you have any questions, please contact the Shire of Victoria Plains.

Hello Everyone 

Unrestricted Burning



Barking is normal dog behaviour, but excessive barking can disturb
neighbours and lead to formal complaints. Understanding the causes — 
and the simple steps owners can take — helps keep our community calm
and respectful.

RANGER
PETER SMITH

F R O M  T H E

Owners can often resolve barking with small, consistent changes:

Provide daily exercise suited to the dog’s age and breed
Offer enrichment such as chew toys, puzzle feeders, or scent games
Reduce triggers by blocking fence gaps or bringing dogs indoors during busy times
Build independence with short training sessions that teach calm behaviour
Ensure regular social contact and interaction
Seek professional advice if barking is linked to anxiety or behavioural issues

A well‑exercised, mentally stimulated dog is far less likely to bark excessively.

Barking Dogs – Causes and Solutions

Reducing Nuisance Barking

Most nuisance barking comes from everyday needs not being met. Common triggers include:

Boredom or lack of stimulation
Anxiety or distress, including separation anxiety
Insufficient exercise
Territorial behaviour toward passing people or animals
Social isolation or long periods alone

Why Dogs Bark

How the Shire Handles Barking Complaints
When a complaint is lodged, the Shire follows a fair and structured process:

Contacting the dog owner to discuss the concern
Collecting evidence such as barking diaries or recordings
Observing and assessing the frequency and cause
Providing guidance to help resolve the issue
Taking formal action under the Dog Act 1976 if the nuisance continues

The aim is always cooperative resolution with minimal stress for all involved.

Neighbour‑to‑Neighbour Communication
Many barking issues can be resolved early through a polite conversation. Neighbours are encouraged to:

Approach the owner respectfully
Share what they’ve noticed, including times or possible triggers
Work together on simple solutions before the matter escalates

Open communication often prevents misunderstandings and avoids the need for formal complaints. 



 
Proposal:

 

 
Property Address:

 

 
Sean Fletcher 
Chief Executive Officer
Shire of Victoria Plains 
13 April 2026 

SHIRE OF VICTORIA PLAINS
LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME NO.5 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENT OF A PLANNING PROPOSAL 

Planning and Development Act 2005 

Lot2 (No.93) Mogumber-Yarawindah Road, Mogumber. 

Shire of Victoria Plains
 
The local government has received a development application to use and/or develop land for
the following purpose and public comments are invited. 

New tourist development and caravan park including various associated improvements. 

Details of the proposal, including documentation and plans, are available for inspection at 
the Shire Administration Centre at No.28 Cavell Street, Calingiri and the Public Notices 
section of the Shire’s website (i.e. Public Notices » Shire of Victoria Plains). 

Comments on the proposal are now invited and can be emailed to
reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au or posted to the Shire’s Chief Executive Officer at PO 
Box 21 CALINGIRI WA 6569 by no later than Friday 15 May 2026. All submissions must 
include the following information: 
• Your name, address and contact telephone number; 
• How your interests are affected; whether as a private citizen, on behalf of a company or 

other organisation, or as an owner or occupier of property; 
• Address of property affected (if applicable); and 
• Whether your submission supports or objects to the proposal and reasons why. 

All submissions received may be made public at a Council meeting and included in a Council 
Agenda, which will be available on the Shire’s website, unless a submission specifically 
requests otherwise. 

https://www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au/publicnotices/
https://www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au/publicnotices/
https://www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au/publicnotices/
https://www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au/publicnotices/
mailto:reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au
mailto:reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au




CALINGIRI

LIBRARY
5 MAY 2026

    10:30 AM AT THE ORB
 

Opening day





2026 Easter Colouring
Competition Winners

Kindy Winner

5-7 Year Old Winner

8-9 Year Old Winner

10-12 Year Old Winner

Students from Yerecoin, Calingiri and Bolgart Primary Schools
participated in the Easter Colouring Competition. Congratulations

to everyone that participated and while we would have loved to
have all the entrants in the Newsletter the winners get that honour.
All the entrants were displayed on the doors of the Administration
Building for the week following Easter. It was great to see the time

and effort put in to all of the artwork.



 

Student Council raised a wonderful
total of $43.00 which has been
donated to the Perth Children’s
Hospital Foundation. 

Song: “Botany Bay” 

Harmony Day 



Sangye - for demonstrating a positive attitude towards
learning, particularly during Mathematics and English lessons.
Sangye, you are focused in your learning and complete tasks
in a timely manner. In week seven, you showed sound
understanding of data presentation in Mathematics and wrote
interesting recount sentences in writing lessons. Keep up the
great work! 

Georgia—for recognition of your caring and thoughtful nature,
and the positivity you bring to our classroom every day. Your
enthusiasm for learning and your dedication to always do your
best is truly admirable you are a wonderful role model and
your kindness and dedication make a difference to everyone
around you. Congratulations Georgia. Keep shining! 



Bolgart Primary School

Phone 0896 275 300
bolgart.ps@education.wa.edu.au



La Table de l’Abbé
 The Abbot’s Table 2026

Winter 

 

Autumn 

Spring
21st November 2026 22nd August2026

 

 

16th May2026

 SOLD
OUT

Scan for last
4 Tickets 

Scan for last
21 Tickets

New Norciawebshop: shop.newnorcia.com.au



 

20th June 
A Chopin Recital

 

3rd October 
A Baroque Evening

 

5th December 
French Impressionists

 

Scanfor tickets

Scan for tickets

Scan for Tickets

New Norcia web shop: shop.newnorcia.com.au

The Benedictine Community 
of New Norcia

Father Robert Nixon
 Soirées2026





M O G U M B E R  H U B
 A N Z A C  D A Y

TWO
UP 

G A M E S
C O M M E N C I N G  A T
3 . 3 0 P M  &  7 . 3 0 P M

SAT 25  APRILTH

 

by permit issued under section 51 of the Act 

Bet real $$ against your mates around the ring or for a 
donation to the Hub you can grab a set of play money 

Doors open at 10.30am with the Hub kitchen
open right through untill 8.30pm

Camping available at the Mogumber Oval/Hall











The best food and coffee in town! 

 Coffee • Lunch • Catering  • Meals2Go • Venue hire

Our famous Saturday breakfast • Fully licensed 

YT App • And much more!

Fancy a $10 store voucher?

Sign up here! 

@yerecointraders        Yerecoin Traders        yerecointraders.com.au

Open Monday - Friday: 7am-5pm Saturday: 8am-12pm

38 Miling Rd,

Yerecoin WA 6571

(08) 9654 6015
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