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 NEWS FROM THE CHAMBERS  

THE WINNERS ARE: 
 

The winners  of our Rates competition:  
K Adrian Edmonds Nominees of Bolgart – A21848 

GP Mackie of New Norcia – A20619 

Paul Graham of New Norcia – A20234 

Sunwild P/L of Calingiri – A21868 

A NOTICE FROM OUR SHIRE PRESIDENT 
 
 
Residents of Victoria Plains will be aware of the movement of our immediate past CEO, 
Harry Hawkins to the Shire of Sandstone at his request. His contract was due to expire 
31st of December this year but he asked Council for early release to enable him to take 
up this new position. Council agreed. A vote of thanks to him for his long years of      
service was carried with acclimation and, on your behalf, Council wished him well in 
his, and wife Dawns, future. 
 
Some of the highlights of his term at Victoria Plains firstly as Finance Manager and then 
as CEO include :- 
 
  -  major improvement in the Shires financial stability and security by way of        
 reserves going from near zero to $1m while still upgrading and modernising our 
 machinery and vehicle fleet 
   -  completion of the sealing of the Lime Sand route 
  -   provision of emergency and stock water supplies in each of our 
 "towns"  ( Piawaning Desalination plant is nearing completion) to effectively 
 drought proof the Shire 
  -  major improvement to the Calingiri sports pavilion and oval plus new netball/
 tennis  court 
  -  purchase of a new community car to assist residents in need of transport for             
 appointments  
 
As your Shire President I say "Thank You Harry " for your long and dedicated Service to 
our Shire and wish you success,  fulfilment, good health and peace for the future. 
 
The process of finding a new CEO is well underway and in the meantime Ian Graham 
will be Acting CEO. He would welcome your interaction on issues relating to Shire    
business. 

 

David Lovelock 

Shire President 



 NEWS FROM THE CHAMBERS  

Damage to Road Signage 
The Shire has become aware of deliberate extensive damage to 
road signage in the Shire. There has been a high incidence of 
damage reported in the west, but the damage is noted throughout 
the Shire. 

This damage causes a high cost to both the Shire (which is       
carried by the ratepayers) and the State. 

Considerable fines of up to $10,000 may be imposed on success-
ful prosecution for deliberate damage to road signage. 

Residents are requested to report any  

suspicious activity to WA Police on 131444. 

 
 

Shire of Victoria Plains 

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE 
COUNCIL MEETING – OCTOBER 2016 

 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 Act s. 5.25(1)(g) and 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 r. 12(2) it is hereby 
advised for public information that the meeting scheduled for Wednesday 
19 October 2016 will be brought forward a day and will be held on Tuesday 
18 October 2016 commencing at 2.00pm.  This meeting will be held at the 
Council Chambers, Calingiri. 
 
Ian Graham 
(Acting) Chief Executive Officer 
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MOC CAMP OVEN COOK OFF  
 

The competition was close at the MOC Camp Oven Cook Off. 
Winner of the best dish was Louise Hahn with her lamb Osso 
Bucco, 2 votes in front of her second dish the Chilli Mussels. 
3rd was tied 4 ways so a draw from the hat gave the prize to 
Pearl Harrison's Damper. The Dessert prize went to Piers   
Anspach with the fabulous Tim Tam Damper. Thanks to the 
Mogumber Tavern for hosting the event and the community 
who put on a great feed. 
 

MOGUMBER NEW YEARS EVE RODEO 
 
MOC is looking for a Community Group to hold a Sausage 
Sizzle Stall at the camp ground on the afternoon of the 31st 
Dec. Its a great opportunity for fundraising. 
 
We are also searching for volunteers to help during the NYE      
Rodeo Event. Bus drivers, parking attendants, sandwich   
makers, drink runners, ticker sellers, gate attendants, yard 
workers, recovery breakfast stall, and clean up. We would 
love you or your community group to  be involved. 
 
If putting on the cowboy hat to compete or volunteering your 
time at the NYE Rodeo just won't work for you, maybe you 
might like to become a sponsor? Flexible sponsorship       
packages are available. 

Give our Secretary a call on 0416131837  
or email mocinc@live.com to discuss further. 

mailto:mocinc@live.com
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DOG AND CAT REGISTRATIONS 

DUE 1st NOVEMBER 2016 

 

A reminder that dog and cat registrations fall due on 1st NOVEMBER each 
year.  Renewal forms can be obtained from the Shire Office or on Shire 

website www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au 

Reminders will be issued to current registered owners by mail. 

Payments can not be processed before 1st November 

Shire of Victoria Plains 6 

BURNING PERIOD EXTENDED 
DUE TO THE WET WEATHER 

THE BURNING PERIOD HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO: 

15TH OCTOBER 2016 

UPDATES REGARDING FIRE RESTRICTIONS WILL BE 
ADVERTISED ON THE SHIRE OF VICTORIA PLAINS WEBSITE 

DON’T FORGET YOUR FIREBREAKS!!! 

http://www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au/
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Muresk is turning 90! 
 

 

Help us celebrate the many accomplishments made by Muresk and its students, staff 
and graduates over the past 90 years.  Please join with the Muresk Old Collegians’ 
Association (MOCA) to celebrate this significant milestone in the history of 
agricultural education in Australia. 
 

Muresk 90th Anniversary 
10 am to 3 pm on Sunday 30th October 

Muresk Campus, Muresk Road, Northam 
 
Muresk alumni and their family and friends are invited ‘back to Muresk’ to help 
celebrate and reminisce the many achievements made by Muresk over the past 90 
years.  Not the least of them being the great sense of community spirit and mateship 
that has been shared across generations of Mureskians! 
 
All Muresk alumni are requested to update their contact details for the MOCA 
database at:  http://www.iagribusiness.com/page/MureskUpdate  or for those without 
internet access, please phone Deb on 0419 911 980 or Trish on 0427 330 103.  
This will ensure you’re sent an invitation to the 90th Anniversary and kept up to date 
with future MOCA activities, reunions and events. 
 
Please register to attend the Muresk 90th Anniversary celebrations via the Eventbrite 
site.  Just search for ‘Muresk’ or, for those without internet access, please phone 
0427 330 103. 
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ST JOHN AMBULANCE  

 Victoria Plains Sub Centre 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday 4th October, 2016 
7.30pm at New Norcia Hotel 

Enquiries: Tracey Glass 0427287181 

http://www.iagribusiness.com/page/MureskUpdate
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New Watering WA rebates open for farms 

Member for Moore Shane Love MLA has welcomed the announcement of a $4.4 million 
Watering WA rebates scheme for farmers in dryland agricultural areas who are looking to 
develop and improve on-farm water supplies. 
 
“The Department of Water’s popular Farm Water Rebates Scheme now falls under the 
State Government’s $30 million Watering WA initiative, made possible by Royalties for 
Regions,” Mr Love said. 
 
“Watering WA has extended the existing Farm Water Rebates Scheme to farms con-
nected to scheme water and the maximum value of rebates is increasing from $15,000 to 
$20,000.  Farmers not connected to scheme can continue to apply for funding. 
 
“The scheme officially starts on 1 October 2016, however farmers can register their inter-
est from now.” 
 
The funding builds on more than $36 million spent over the past two decades building 
water capacity on farms not connected to the scheme in dryland agricultural areas. 
 
Farmers can claim 50 per cent of the cost of water supply plans, up to a maximum value 
of $500, and a further rebate of up to $250 for any call back visits by an approved water 
auditor. 
 
“Once the plan has been approved by the Department of Water, farmers can apply for up 
to 50 per cent of the cost of a range of infrastructure improvements to dams and catch-
ments, tanks, pipes and pumping systems including solar energy, up to a maximum value 
of $20,000,” Mr Love said. 
 
“This supports the wider Watering WA initiative to make hundreds of millions of litres of 
water available for community and industry use in agricultural towns and communities, 
reducing reliance on costly scheme water for non-potable uses.” 
 
The rebates support key improvements such as harvesting of water through improving 
catchments for dams, new guttering on farm sheds, increased storage of harvested water 
with new and enlarged dams, and improved on-farm distribution. 
 
“This investment ultimately aims to support long term growth in regional economies,” Mr 
Love said. 
 

Farmers can register their interest in the scheme now by going to:  
www.water.wa.gov.au/wateringwa, calling 1800 780 300  

or emailing wateringwa@water.wa.gov.au   

Media release 

http://www.water.wa.gov.au/wateringwa
mailto:wateringwa@water.wa.gov.au
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Nominations open for 2016 WA Youth Awards 
  
West Australian youth will again be honoured for their inspirational and positive contributions at 
the 2016 WA Youth Awards. 
  
Member for Moore Shane Love MLA said nominations for the prestigious awards were now open 
and encouraged all members of the community to nominate an outstanding young person. 
  
“The WA Youth Awards recognises the achievements of young people aged 12 to 25 from 
across WA for their contributions to the community, as well as outstanding youth groups and or-
ganisations that serve and support the State’s young people,” Mr Love said. 
  
“In Moore there are many young people who work tirelessly to facilitate change, assist others 
and make a positive difference in their communities. 
  
“It is important that they are recognised for their contribution to their communities, particularly in 
regional WA.” 
  
Nominations are open for the following categories: 
•     Minister for Youth's Outstanding Youth Worker Award 
•     Commissioner for Children and Young People Participate Award 
•     ECU Community Leadership Award 
•     Organisational Achievement Award – Small Organisation 
•     Organisational Achievement Award – Large Organisation 
•     Positive Achievement Award 
•     Cultural Endeavours Award 
•     Active Participation Award 
  
The WA Young Person of the Year will be selected from the pool of category winners and will 
have the opportunity to travel throughout WA to participate in youth-related events and activities. 
  
The awards are presented by the Youth Affairs Council of WA in partnership with the State Gov-
ernment and supported by Lotterywest. The 2016 winners will be announced at the WA Youth 
Awards ceremony on November 25. 
  
For more information, visit http://www.yacwa.org.au/wayouthawards 

Media release 

http://www.yacwa.org.au/wayouthawards
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The Nationals WA welcome first Foreign Ownership Register report 
 
Member for Moore Shane Love MLA has welcomed the recent release of the Federal Govern-
ment’s first report from the Agriculture Land Register.  
 
The Agriculture Land Register was established by the Federal Government in July 2015 and re-
quires persons with an interest in agricultural land to register their interest, regardless of the value 
of the land, through the Australian Taxation Office. 
  
The purpose of the register is to accurately track how much Australian land is owned by foreign 
interests, and was driven by The Nationals as an important tool in increasing scrutiny and trans-
parency of investment into Australian agriculture. 
 
Mr Love said that while investment partnerships between foreign investors and Australian land 
owners should be encouraged, a strong focus remained on ensuring the Federal Government 
was aware of how much agricultural land is foreign owned.  
 
“Foreign investment has been an important foundation of Australia’s agriculture industry and it will 
remain necessary to ensuring a viable agricultural sector into the future,” Mr Love said.  
 
“The first report found that foreign investors hold just 13.6 per cent of all Australian agricultural 
land, most of which is owned by investors from the United Kingdom.  
 
“This provides a clearer picture of investment in Australian agriculture and will help to clear up 
some of the myths around the level of foreign ownership in the sector.”  
 
Western Australia had a lower rate of foreign ownership than the national average, with 10.9 per 
cent of agricultural land in foreign hands. 
 
In 2013, The Nationals WA passed a motion at the Party’s Annual State Conference supporting 
the establishment of a process to monitor foreign farms and pastoral ownership in Australia, a pol-
icy which was adopted by the Federal Party. 
 
Mr Love said The Nationals WA had recognised the importance of securing inward investment by 
delivering its “game changing” WA Open for Business policy earlier this year.  
 
“The $20 million WA Open for Business strategy is aimed at attracting investment into WA’s agri-
food sector and supports the sector as a whole by improving the alignment of the various agen-
cies working to promote WA agribusiness,” Mr Love said. 
 
WA Open for Business was a key election commitment by The Nationals WA and is part of the 
$300 million Royalties for Regions-funded Seizing the Opportunity in Agriculture initiative.   

Media release 
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Date: Saturday 15th October 2016 

Time: 5pm to Late  
 

Music provided 
BBQ packs available 

Follows Bolgart School celebration 
History of the Old Bolgart Hotel 
All old Bolgartarians welcome 

Meet the past Bolgart Publicans 

 
  For further information please call Dick or Deb Campbell – (08) 9627 5154 
  Or Bolgart Progress -   Neville Clarke – 0428 751 410 

       Serena Syred – 0427 351 775 
       Merle Manuel – 0407 933 379 
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1916                                    2016 

 

 

 
Saturday 15th October 

2 - 5pm 
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Shire Of Victoria Plains 
PO Box 21 
Calingiri WA 6569 

www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au 

TO  THE 
HOUSEHOLDER 

 

Postage  
Paid 

Ph:   9628 7004 
Fax:  9628 7008 
Email: reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au 

Community Calender 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS DUE BY 
MIDDAY ON  

 LAST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH 
 

 Phone: 9628 7004    Fax: 9628 7008  
 Email:   

reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au 
FULL PAGE—$33.00 

1/2 PAGE—$16.50     
1/4 PAGE—$8.25 

SHIRE OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

8.30am-4.30pm 
FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS 

8.30am-4.00pm 
BENDIGO BANK  and  TRANSPORT  

LICENSING 
9.00 am-4.00pm 

 

15th October:      Bolgart Primary School 100 year Celebration 

15th October:      Bolgart Hotel 100yr Celebration 

18th October:      TUESDAY COUNCIL MEETING 
30th October:      Muresk 90th Birthday 

7th November:    Seniors Week Luncheon 

http://www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au/
mailto:reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au
mailto:reception@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au

